Chasing Reality deals with the controversies over the reality of the external world. Distinguished philosopher Mario Bunge offers an extended defence of realism, a critique of various forms of contemporary anti-realism, and a sketch of his own version of realism, namely hylorealism. Bunge examines the main varieties of antirealism -Berkeley's, Hume's, and Kant's; positivism, phenomenology, and constructivism-and argues that all of these in fact hinder scientific research.
He is author of over 80 books (including many translations into several languages) and some 500 articles mainly in English and Spanish, cofounder with logician Hugues Leblanc of the Society for Exact Philosophy, Mario Bunge set himself a task as an epistemologist, achieving a synthesis of rationalism and empiricism (Scientific Research, 1967 , new version: Philosophy of Science, 1999 , and also as a generalist philosopher and creator of a complete system, thanks to his monumental 8 volume Treatise on Basic Philosophy , in which he defended conceptions on materialism and humanism. In his own cutting style, his Dictionary of Philosophy (1999) -the first edition of the Philosophical Dictionary-, accurately conveys this thought. Advocate of a precise philosophy "offering axiomatic and formalized expression of concepts and theories" he no less supported original positions on moral thought and politics. He is also the author of Finding Philosophy in Social Science (1996 ), Social Science under Debate. A Philosophical Perspective (1998 "The book is important because Bunge systematically chases not only physical reality, but personal, social and cultural realities. He lays out the epistemological and ontological framework for giving a systematic, coherent account of Reality, which of course includes human beings and societies. He also extends his chase by asking: whether there are objective values, moral facts, and moral truths (p. xiii). Thus at the outset he recognises the reality and importance of secondary qualities, or qualia, such as colour, taste, smell, but points out that these reside in nervous systems, not in the physical world around them. Qualia exist, but they do not exist independently of sentient beings. For this reason he says that physicalism, or vulgar materialism, cannot tackle qualia It is likewise incapable of accounting for much more as well, such as the peculiarities of life (e.g. Evolution) and society (e.g. Culture). However physicalism is only the primitive version of materialism. The [scientific realist] alternative to physicalism is emergentist and systemist materialism, which has been around at least since Holbach s time . (p.74) For Bunge "whatever is capable of changing in a lawful manner, from electron and gravitational field to person and society, is material" (p.26) "Bunge outlines how ontologically, phenomena (experience, qualia) is a subset of reality; epistemologically, phenomena is the first port of call, but behind them are theories (of all kinds including mythological, religious, everyday and scientific), and behind theories and accessed via them is reality (p.8). To successfully take the final step, to successfully chase reality our theories need fictions especially mathematical ideas (limits, averages, square roots, etc.) and idealized models. The creation of such fictions involves mental effort, and their utility is ultimately demonstrated by experiment and more generally by successful intervention in real processes.
Chapter Two of the book deals with the Scientific Revolution and philosophers, principally Kant, who tried to learn from it but failed to grasp what methodologically was happening in the revolution. Chapter Three deals with Antirealism Today, and despatches Positivism, Phenomenology, Constructivism, and Nelson Goodman's Worldmaking claims. The arguments and illustrations are familiar to readers of Bunge s earlier books and articles (see essays in his Scientific Realism, 2001).
The final chapter of the book elaborates and defends his account of Ethical or Axiological Realism. He does this against ethical nihilists such as Nietzsche, emotivists such as Hume and Ayer, intuitionists such as Moore. For ethical realists, the fact/value dichotomy is a supernaturalist or irrationalist fallacy. He is careful to point out that value objectivism does not entail value absolutism (p.266). For Bunge, in brief, moral facts are social, not natural; they belong to the fabric of society, not to that of nature (p.270). Like other social facts, more facts can be perceived differently by different people; but also, if there are moral facts, then there can be moral truths, and as with other truths these are tied up with a competent moral theory. He lists and defends six conditions that any ethical theory needs to meet, and argues that his axiological realism encompasses them". (pp. 23-24) International History, Philosophy and Science Teaching Group Newsletter "The explicit aim of Chasing Reality is to mount a defense of metaphysical and epistemological realism against its many postmodern critics. However, it is also a noteworthy instance of the work of increasingly rare breed of thinker who attempts to articulate the outlines of a complete philosophical system. Mario Bunge's work itself stands out because it not only incorporates current knowledge from the world of science (both natural and social/psychological), but is thoroughly informed by the methodology of science as it is actually practiced". Daniel Forbes "Mario Bunge proposes a comprehensive "philosophical realism" that amount to a complete philosophical system. On the way to development this system, he comments on a multitude of philosophical problems, a multitude of philosophical schools, and a multitude of philosophers. His comments on philosophers are very witty and pointed. In a sentence Bunge argues with a logical axe in hand, to cut down frivolous philosophy and frivolous philosophers -nothing spared for the sake of exacting truth, exacting science, and exacting exactedness. So, to the question -is this book worthreading?-the answer is a cloud and clear yes, if one wants to confront sharp and engaging challenges to one's own favorite philosophical position and favorite philosopher from whatever perspective one holds. However, to the question -does this book provides a philosophical realism that is for instance and advance over Aristotle?-I think not. Both Aristotle and Bunge attacked 'idealism'. Both proposed a very common sense sort of realism, though Bunge's philosophical arsenal contains the latest professional knowledge of logic, physics and mathematics, and philosophy and the social sciences. Bunge's argumentation utilizes poly-professionalism".
"Bold, forward thinking, and illuminating".
Sheldon Richmond
'Chasing Reality is clearly written and well-organized. It is broad in its sweep and deals with some of the most fundamental issues in metaphysics, epistemology, and the philosophy of science. Bunge is remarkably well informed about a wide range of scientific theories and puts that knowledge to good use in his choice and presentation of examples. Altogether, this book constitutes an original, eloquent, forthright, and remarkably wide-ranging defense of realism against its many and various antirealist opponents.' E.J. Lowe, Department of Philosophy, University of Durham Concluding Remarks 300
